Scriptures and words of prophets help us receive revelation in our lives

Hello, I’m Sarah Ewell, and we just moved into the ward a little over a month ago from Connecticut.  I grew up in Logan, Utah and after graduating from USU I moved down to Las Vegas to teach elementary school. I met my husband, Jerry in our singles ward.  He grew up in Las Vegas.  We met in our singles ward.  He was my home teacher, so we definitely see the blessings of home and visiting teaching.  We have 4 children, Hayden 10, Rebecca 8, Sydney 6, and Luke who just turned 4 this week.  Jerry is working as the branch manager at Otis Elevators in East Syracuse.  

When we were thinking and praying about this new job I started worrying a little bit about the kids.  We felt good about the job, however I wanted to make sure it was the right thing for the kids too.  We loved CT.  The kids loved their school, they had good friends, and we’d only been there for 2 years.  And in Indiana for the 2 years before that.  Would this 3rd move in such a short time be too hard for them?  All these thoughts were on my mind as we drove gto church on Sunday and I was listening to BYU radio.  It was a program called “Conversations” or something like that, where the host has a conversation with a general authority.  I tuned in too late to even know who the host was talking with, but just in time to hear her bring up how their family had had the opportunity to live and serve in many places.  Then she asked, “How was that for your family and particularly the kids.” My ears perked up.  The general authority when on to rave about what a positive experience it was to be able to get to know so many different people, and they saw their children grow in ways they never could have otherwise, and ways they didn’t expect.  I was so touched by the Spirit and know this was meant for me to hear.  It was the answer to my prayers and concerns.

The scriptures and words of prophets help us receive revelation in our lives.  

Elder Oaks, in his talk titled, “Scripture reading and revelation.” Says how Latter-Day-Saints are unique in our belief in continuing revelation.  He says, “For us, the scriptures are not the ultimate source of knowledge, but what precedes the ultimate source.  The ultimate knowledge comes by revelation.”  Otherwise the Bible and Book of Mormon and other inspired works could be seen as little more than history books with nice quotes in them.  But they are much more.  Through the scriptures and words of prophets we can receive revelation.  We believe the scriptures are not closed.

 He says, “First, we believe that God will guide his children by giving new additions to the existing body of scriptures through the prophet ad the established procedures of his Church.  The Book of Mormon is such an addition.  So are the revelations in the Doctrine and Covenants.”

“Second, we believe that God will give new revelations on the meaning of scriptures previously canonized, meaning that were not evident in earlier times.  The new revelations are public and private.”  

Public revelations come through those we sustain as prophets, seers, and revelators.  The words of the Prophet and apostles are instruction to the world.  D&C 68:4 says, as speaking of the Elders, “whatsoever the y shall speak when moved upon by the Holy Ghost shall be scripture, shall be the will of the Lord, shall be the mind of the Lord, shall be the word of the Lord, shall be the voice of the Lord, and the power of God unto salvation.” The ninth article of faith says, “We believe all that God has revealed, all that He does now reveal, and we believe that he will yet reveal many great and important things pertaining to the Kingdom of God.”  The inspired words of our living prophets become scripture to us. Their words come to us through conferences, the Ensign and instructions to local priesthood leaders.   

There is also private revelation that anyone who seeks may receive.  D&C 42:61 says, “If thou shat ask, thou shalt receive revelation upon revelation, knowledge upon knowledge, that thou mayest know that the mysteries and peaceable things, that which bringeth joy, that which bringeth life eternal.”  

Sister Barbara Thompson says, “Most often personal revelation will come as we study the scriptures, listen to, and follow the counsel of prophets and other church leaders and seek to live faithful, righteous lives.  Sometimes inspiration will come from a single verse of scripture or from a line in a conference talk, perhaps your answer will come when the primary children are singing a beautiful song.  These are all forms of revelation.  

We become receptive to inspiration and revelation by obedience to the commandments of God, by prayer, and by attention to the teachings of living prophets.  Scripture reading puts us in tune with the Spirit.  

Elder Oaks goes on to say, “The idea the scripture reading can lead to inspiration and revelation opens the door to truth that a scripture is not limited to what it meant when it was written, but may also include what the scripture means to a reader today.  Even more, scripture reading may also lead to current revelation on whatever else the Lord wishes to communicate to the reader at that time.”  I love how he says they are not limited to what it meant when it was written.  The scriptures were written for us, not just for those from so long ago.  A great example of this comes from an experience my sister had when she was deciding whether or not to serve a mission.  This was when the age requirement for girls was 21 instead of 19.  My sister hadn’t thought much about serving a mission, and when it was getting close to her 21st birthday friends and family started asking if she was planning to go on a mission.  As she started to think about it, it really scared her.  She didn’t really want people to ask her if she was going to go, because at the time she really didn’t want to go because it was such a scary thought.  After a while she figured she really needed to make a decision, and know it was right.  If she wasn’t going to go she wanted to make sure it wasn’t just because of fear, but because it really wasn’t the right thing for her.  She prayed and studied, until one fast Sunday.  She was fasting for this purpose, of helping her make a decision, and during the sacrament she opened up the index of the scriptures and looked up “Mission.”  The first scripture listed was D&C 31:3 “The hour of your mission is come.”  She felt the spirit so strong and all her fears and worries were replaced with peace and excitement.  She was not scared at all anymore.  She’d received her answer through the scriptures.  When this verse was written, it wasn’t written for a 21 year old girl trying to decide if she was going to go on a mission, but for my sister, she didn’t care who else it was written for, at that moment she knew it was written for her.  

That very scripture has probably meant something else to another reader.  And at another time in her life reading it, that very verse may have a different meaning to her.  This is one of the reasons we are encouraged to read the scriptures again and again.  Through our life experiences we can learn new things each time we read.  

As a 4th grade teacher I used small group literature circles to enhance literacy.  The group would read the assigned chapters from the book and each student had their own assigned “job” to bring greater understanding and greater comprehension of the book to the group during the discussion time.  The favorite job was that of “Connector”. This meant the reader needed to connect something from the reading passage to their life, whether it was an experience they had in common with the book, or a memory it made them think of.  It was fascinating as a teacher to see how each of these 5 or 6 kids had a different idea that stood out to them based on their life experiences.  

About 4 ½ months ago my 32 year old sister in law was diagnosed with a very rare, yet aggressive form of pancreatic cancer.  The scriptures and words of prophets took on whole new meanings.  Shortly after starting her second round of chemotherapy she was miserable.  She spent most of her time in bet, but even just lying in bed became so painful.  Worse pain than she had ever experienced, physically and emotionally.  During that time she posted the following quote by Elder David A. Bednar, which she and I and many others had read before.  Yet it never had such meaning and understanding as it did now based on where she was at.

“There is no physical pain, no spiritual wound, no anguish of soul or heartache, no infirmity or weakness you or I ever confront in mortality that the Savior did not experience first.., The Son of God perfectly knows and understands, for He has felt and borne our individual burdens.  And because of His infinite and eternal sacrifice, He has perfect empathy and can extend to us His arm of mercy.  He can reach out, touch, succor, heal, and strengthen us to be more then we could ever be and help us to do that which we could never do relying only upon our own power.  Indeed, His yoke is easy and His burden is light.”  

Depending on what you’re going through the scriptures and words of prophets can feel tailor made for us.  As we search the scriptures the Spirit will reveal truths and understanding to us.  

Going back to my Sister in law, Sara, unfortunately she passed just 2 months ago.  It is still a very tender time of grieving, missing her, and not quite understanding the why, yet a peace, and still having faith in His plan.  Sara, like many mothers lived for her children.  She had 5 children, the youngest only 10 months old and she loved her children and my brother, and she absolutely found her joy in being a mother.  We hurt for our loss, and especially my brother and their kids, but the other night my sister was particularly troubled as she wondered about how this must be for Sara.  She didn’t want to die.  How must it be for her to leave her babies and not be able to be there to teach them, and raise them, and to know how much they are struggling without her?  My sister prayed and pondered and went to the scriptures looking for answers.  After searching for a bit she came upon Alma 40:12 which says, “And then shall it come to pass, that the spirits of those who are righteous are received into a state of happiness, which is called paradise, a state of rest, a state of peace, where they shall rest from all their troubles and from all care and sorrow.”  That was the answer she needed.  Through the spirit she knew this was true for Sara.  She is happy, she is in a state of peace.  

We are encouraged to read and reread the scriptures because we can get new understanding each time we read.  

A week ago my parents invited Jerry and I as well as the rest of my family to join with them in reading the Book of Mormon from start to finish before the end of the year.  This is the perfect challenge that I need.  I love the Book of Mormon, but I sometimes struggle reading because my mind wanders, or it gets to the end of the day and somehow I haven’t managed to make any time for reading the scriptures, but really wanted to do better especially with the new school year, and a time of goal making so I was onboard.  I have read through 1st Nephi several times, but verses are standing out to me that have never had such profound meaning, and it is exciting.  I love that the scriptures meet us where we’re at.  I love that I can be reading the same exact words as my children, and we can both be learning at our own level.  This is why Jesus taught in parables so often.  No matter where you’re at you can learn from the parable.  

Elder Oaks says, Latter-Day Saints know that true doctrine comes by revelation from God, not by scholarship or worldly wisdom.  Similarly, the Apostle Paul wrote that we are not “sufficient of ourselves to thing any thing as of ourselves. But our sufficiency is of God.”  After Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery were baptized they were filled with the Holy Ghost. Then, as Joseph explained in his personal history, “Our minds being now enlightened, we began to have the scriptures laid open to our understandings, and the true meaning and intention of their more mysterious passages revealed unto us in a manner which we never could attain to previously, nor ever before had thought of.”   

Scriptures precede the ultimate source of knowledge with comes through revelation through the Spirit.  

The last time we went to the children’s discovery center my kids were fascinated and HAD to spend their well-earned money on a light prism from the gift shop.  They were so amazed that they could angle the prism just right so that a ray of light coming from the sun could hit the prism at just the right spot and that same ray of light would cascade out of the other side of the prism onto the floor in a beautiful rainbow.  I liken this light prism to Elder Oaks’ description of the scriptures preceding the ultimate knowledge of revelation.  As we ponder, pray, put in the effort, study the scriptures and the words of the living prophets it is as the ray of sunlight leading towards the prism.  As we add the Spirit of revelation to all our efforts, it is represented by the prism and what results is this ray of light being broken down into a beautiful rainbow which is revelation and greater understanding.  We can see things truly, through the Spirit, just as the single ray of light becomes a rainbow.  

I am looking forward to conference so much this next month.  I am so grateful for continued revelation through the living prophets for the world, and also for the beautiful blessing of personal revelation that we can receive as we live for it.  
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