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Ruth Ann is my aunt on my mother’s side. She is the fifth of ten kids and the third girl in the Roylance family. Ruth Ann grew up in Logan, Utah in a very close large family and now lives in New Jersey with a large family of her own. Ruth Ann comes back at least once a year to visit family in Utah and remains connected through phone, email and skype. Ruth Ann is fun, spontaneous and smart! She loves a good party and loves attention (as do all of the Roylance’s). The Roylance family is loud and exciting. They love stories, jokes, games, movies etc. Ruth Ann grew up in the midst of all this and is passing these passions down to her children.

Context:


The Roylance family has several sayings that have stuck around since my aunt’s and uncle’s childhood. These sayings are now widely circulated throughout each individual family. One common place these sayings are heard are at family parties and reunions. During these parties signature Roylance sayings are frequently repeated along with the stories of their inception. One saying is: “The Box Stays!.” I interviewed my aunt Ruth Ann, who is at the heart of this saying’s story, over Skype.

R.A.: “Ok so the box stays, umm, this was about this guy that I had been umm (Inaudible) to my self esteem; he was someone who (Inaudible) himself. He had the gall one time to tell me that he didn’t think I looked very pretty. And so I, you know, woke up at four the next morning to fix myself to look nice and stuff. And so the family, there was enough things that he did, that made the family mad that he was affecting my self esteem like that. So then going down to the box there was some box that someone was selling cookies or something for uhh a fundraiser. And my mom had bought these box of cookies and they were really gross and they sat on the counter forever. And my mom being as frugal as she is wouldn’t throw anything away and it ended up that the cookies were gone but the box ended up staying on the counter forever. It was something that became a family joke why is this box always here you know?’

Me: “Ok”

R.A.: “And, uh, it was like it would be away and it would suddenly resurface again, wrapped as a Christmas present or something. And one time my dad was like, ‘why is this box always on the counter why is this always here?’ And we’re like, ‘because the box stays.’ that was something that my mom would always say, ‘the box stays.’

Me: (Laugh)

R.A.: “Can you hear me?”

Me: “Yea, I can hear you, you’re good.”

R.A. “Stop me if you can’t hear me. So that was the comment  my mom would always say so at one point it became a comment that it was either that Shawn goes, which was the guy that I was dating or the box goes and it was, ‘No the Box Stays!’ Meaning that the guy I was dating had to go and I don’t know it’s not like he was my boyfriend he was just a guy that I liked but he had done enough to my self-esteem that the family. . . “

Me: “Yea no one liked him”

R.A. “Yea, so that was the the box stays.”


This saying is said frequently at family parties and get-togethers. It is said while reminiscing as well as when family members are discussing getting rid of items around the house. It is another saying that the entire family knows and is now getting passed down to grandchildren.

Text:

“The Box Stays!”


Texture:


The story was told just like a normal story with hesitations as Ruth Ann tried to remember. It was told, though, with laughter and an almost ‘I can’t believe the box was never thrown away’ humorous attitude. The saying: “The Box Stays!” is stated in a shouting voice. Not that it’s yelled when it’s said. But it’s said with exaggeration and straining, just like you were yelling it. And the saying is almost always followed with laughter.
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