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Ruth Ann is my aunt on my mother’s side. She is the fifth of ten kids and the third girl in the Roylance family. Ruth Ann grew up in Logan, Utah in a very close large family and now lives in New Jersey with a large family of her own. Ruth Ann comes back at least once a year to visit family in Utah and remains connected through phone, email and skype. Ruth Ann is fun, spontaneous and smart! She loves a good party and loves attention (as do all of the Roylance’s). The Roylance family is loud and exciting. They love stories, jokes, games, movies etc. Ruth Ann grew up in the midst of all this and is passing these passions down to her children.

Context:


The Roylance family has several sayings that have stuck around since my aunt’s and uncle’s childhood. These sayings are now widely circulated throughout each individual family. One common place these sayings are heard are at family parties and reunions. During these parties signature Roylance sayings are frequently repeated along with the stories of their inception. One saying is: “I’m sleeping in your room tonight!” I interviewed my aunt Ruth Ann, who is at the heart of this saying’s story, over Skype.

R.A.: Oh ok yea that’s, umm, whenever we would get presents from Alonzo Snodgross” (Alonzo Snodgrass is a Roylance Family Tradition) “umm, and you know we liked what it was, we would be like, ‘ohoohohoh I’m sleeping in your room tonight!’ We wanted to eat some of the chocolate that they had. And it became. . . the reason why I know this one is we were just at Esther’s house we were watching family videos and that was on there. I think Karen had got something and Mark had said ‘ohoohohoh I’m sleeping in your room tonight.’ And it became a joke because they were married, and of course they were going to sleep in the same room. And Mary had Mark Murrey who she was dating at the time and he got something and it became the joke ‘oh Mary where are you sleeping tonight?!’ And I think that just kind of became something we all said.


This saying is most commonly found at Christmas or Birthdays. When a family member obtains a new item this saying is used. Using this saying shows that either, the item is coveted, or (as in the case with Mark and Karen or Mary and Mike) it may be a mode of teasing.

Text:

“I’m Sleeping in Your Room Tonight!”

Texture:


The story is told with that air of family reminiscing and sharing of family jokes and memories. The saying itself is told mischievously. You can almost picture someone leaning forward and rubbing their hands together as they say it. There are certain up and down inflections in the saying. The ohoohohoh and your and the -ight in tonight is said higher pitched. It’s almost liket he saying is a roller coaster and those few inflections are the top of a hill.
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