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Ruth Ann is my aunt on my mother’s side. She is the fifth of ten kids and the third girl in the Roylance family. Ruth Ann grew up in Logan, Utah in a very close large family and now lives in New Jersey with a large family of her own. Ruth Ann comes back at least once a year to visit family in Utah and remains connected through phone, email and skype. Ruth Ann is fun, spontaneous and smart! She loves a good party and loves attention (as do all of the Roylance’s). The Roylance family is loud and exciting. They love stories, jokes, games, movies etc. Ruth Ann grew up in the midst of all this and is passing these passions down to her children.

Context:


The Roylance family has several sayings that have stuck around since my aunt’s and uncle’s childhood. These sayings are now widely circulated throughout each individual family. One common place these sayings are heard are at family parties and reunions. During these parties signature Roylance sayings are frequently repeated along with the stories of their inception. One saying is: “ We get our Clothes from Boxes, and our Shoes from Boxes, and our Food from Boxes” I interviewed my aunt Ruth Ann, who is at the heart of this saying’s story, over Skype.

R.A.: “Ok, that is, umm, that’s from, we used to watch Tales of the Crypt, at night. And that was, you know,  a real scary show on the sci-fi channel. And I don’t know if you’ve ever seen it but it’s real spooky ghost stories that they tell at night. And. umm, so that was one of the scary shows that we had watched one night and in the show these people were like ghosts or whatever and they said that they ‘got their clothes from boxes, their shoes from boxes, their food from boxes. And honestly I don’t know why but that comment has always stuck.We have always laughed about that one and I don’t know if it’s because we always laughed about the box stays and that mingles with that one. I don’t know.”


This is one saying that I was not as familiar with. I don’t remember hearing this one. However, as I talked with other of my aunts and my mom they all knew this saying. And though the order of items from boxes is changed they all know this story. And it is another one that crops up when the family is reminiscing and teasing one another.

Text:

We get our Clothes from Boxes, and our Shoes from Boxes, and our Food from Boxes

Texture:

The story was not told in any special manner, it was simply a relating of family memories. However, the saying is said in an almost rhythmic manner. Throughout the saying the words, ‘clothes,’ ‘shoes’ and ‘food’ are drawn out and ‘boxes’ is emphasized. And it is said slower as if you were a ghost. 
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