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Elizabeth Hobbs is my mother. She was born Elizabeth Roylance the fourth child and second daughter of a family of ten. My mom is very conservative and was the more shy sibling of the Roylance clan. She became the second mother of the family and followed her own mom like a shadow. She is a firm member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints and tries to be good in all she does.She is more soft spoken, but she is also fun, humorous and loud. Just like any other Roylance. She knows how to have a good time and speaks her mind.

Context:


The Roylance family has several sayings that have stuck around since my aunt’s and uncle’s childhood. These sayings are now widely circulated throughout each individual family. One common place these sayings are heard are at family parties and reunions. During these parties signature Roylance sayings are frequently repeated along with the stories of their inception. One saying is: “I’m Ticked off with a Capital P!” I interviewed my mother, in person, at my Grandmother’s house in Ogden. My mother is the originator of this saying.

Mom: (Laugh) “Because I thought the real word was too crude and it was a slang word which I thought was as bad as a swear word. But I was really mad, and ticked off wasn’t strong enough, so I wanted them to know that I wanted the force of the bad word but (laugh) i didn’t dare say it.”

Me: “So do you remember the first time that you said that.”

Mom: “I don’t remember the first time, I just have a vivid picture of everyone laughing at me, but”

Both: (Laugh)

Me: “Ok, so. . .”

Mom: ‘But I don’t care I was so frust--I was angry at one of the kids one of my brothers or sisters, about something”

Me: “So why do you think that phrase has lasted throughout the years that it pops up at family reunions and family parties. Everyone talks about being ticked off with a capital P?”

Cause then they can laugh at me! Because . . . why does it come up? Probably because I’m the only on that would do it. Everyone else would just say the word, but I didn’t want to talk that way. I thought it was a bad word. I don’t know I guess I thought the way I was saying it had more force, not really, it actually was kind of, yea.

Both: (Laugh)


It should be noted that the “bad word” my mom was afraid of saying is pissed. This is something I still hear my mom say when she is really frustrated. I have also heard this saying at family parties when my mom’s siblings (particularly one of her brothers) are teasing each other. At family parties, etc the siblings tease about things each other said and did when they were little and this phrase always comes up.

Text:

“I’m Ticked off with a Capital P!”

Texture:


When I’ve heard my mother say this she is serious. She is frustrated and upset and she means business. However, anytime I have heard someone besides my mother say this there is laughter hidden just behind it that comes out after it is said in a tone to tease my mother, in a loving way. Though, whether it is said seriously or jokingly the person always says it loud and gruff. Like they are mad and yelling.
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